Mississippi State University
Notice of Proposed Sole Source Purchase

Mississippi State University anticipates purchasing the item(s) listed below as a
sole source purchase. Anyone objecting to this purchase shall follow the
procedures outlined below.

1. Commodity or commodities to be purchased (make, model, description):

Five (5) two-year CC2-Bundle-1 packages of The Creative Curriculum® for Twos (English),
including Creative Curriculum® Cloud and PD Teacher Membership access; and one (1)
PD0008341 Introduction to The Creative Curriculum® for Twos six-hour training session. The
subscription period requested is September 10, 2026, through September 9, 2028.

2. Explanation of the need to be fulfilled by this item(s), how is it unique from all other
options, and why it is the only one that can meet the specific needs of the department:
MSU Extension Early Head Start identifies The Creative Curriculum® for Infants, Toddlers, and
Twos as the foundation for its classrooms in its grant scope of services. The grant describes its

use to guide the classroom environment, daily routines, responsive caregiving, individual
planning, and teacher-child relationships, alongside Teaching Strategies GOLD® assessment.
The requested Twos materials and training support implementation in the two classrooms
scheduled to start by October 16, 2026. Substituting a different curriculum would not provide
the specific curriculum and associated training identified in the grant scope or continuity with
the program’s existing approach.

3. Name of company/individual selling the item and why that source is the only possible
source that can provide the required item(s):
Teaching Strategies, LLC, 80 M Street SE, Suite 1010, Washington, DC 20003

The purchase is for Teaching Strategies’ named Creative Curriculum® for Twos materials, Cloud
access, teacher memberships, and its introductory training. The quoted online training content
is identified as the exclusive property of Teaching Strategies, LLC. The supporting records
identify no other supplier authorized to provide this complete, specified package.

4. Estimated cost of item(s) and an explanation why the amount to be expended is considered
reasonable:

The estimated total is $20,937.60 under Teaching Strategies order form Q-397240, which

expires September 30, 2026. The quote lists $20,610.00 for the five two-year curriculum

bundles and $4,185.00 for training, less a $3,675.00 bundle discount and a $1,157.40 upfront

payment/additional discount, plus $975.00 shipping; tax is $0.00. These itemized discounts



total $4,832.40 and support the reasonableness of the quoted price for the specified package.
The department has not documented a separate market price comparison.

5. Explanation of the efforts taken by the department to determine this is the only source and
the efforts used to obtain the best possible price:
The department reviewed the grant scope of services, the Head Start—Early Head Start
director’s written justification, and Teaching Strategies to confirm the required curriculum,
related access, and training. The business coordinator consulted MSU Procurement Services
and IT regarding the purchasing method; both advised that a sole source request is supportable
based on the grant justification. The department obtained an itemized quote with bundle and
additional discounts totaling $4,832.40.

Any person or entity that objects and proposes that the commodity listed is not sole source and
can be provided by another person or entity shall submit a written notice to:

Jennifer Mayfield, CPPO

Director of Procurement Services, Chief Procurement Officer
imayfield@procurement.msstate.edu

Subject Line must read “Sole Source Objection”

The notice shall contain a detailed explanation of why the commodity is not a sole source
procurement. Appropriate documentation shall also be submitted if applicable.

If after a review of the submitted notice and documents, MSU determines that the commodity
in the proposed sole source request can be provided by another person or entity, then MSU will
withdraw the sole source request publication from the procurement portal website and submit
the procurement of the commodity to an advertised competitive bid or selection process.

If MSU determines after review that there is only one (1) source for the required commodity,
then MSU will appeal to the Public Procurement Review Board. MSU will have the burden of
proving that the commodity is only provided by one (1) source.
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